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PROCLAIMED 
REF: BEIRUT 11710 

1. LATEST INDICATIONS AS OF 1300 HOURS (LOCAL) 

SEPT 19 ARE THAT FIGHTING IN BEIRUT CONTINUES TO SUBSIDE SOMEWHAT. 
HOWEVER, EFFECTIVE CEASFIRE REMAINS ELUSIVE AND PARTS OF THE CITY 
ARE UNSAFE. THERE IS RISING HOPE BUT NO ASSURANCE THAT STRIFE 
WILL CONTIMUE TO DECREASE. GOVERNOR OF BEIRUT, ACTING UN- 
DER MINISTRY OF INTERIOR ORDER, HAS ANNOUNCED A NIGHTLY CURFEW 
FROM 1800 HOURS UNTIL 0600 HOURS STARING THIS EVENING, SEPT 19. 
CURFEW AFFECTS COMMERCIAL AREAS OF CITY ONLY. WE ARE INSURING 
THROUGH WARDEN SYSTEM THAT AMCIT RESIDENTS ARE INFORMED. 

2. ARMY REMAINS ON ALERT BUT STILL NO SIGN IT WILL BE CALLED IN 
MEANWHILE, SLACKING OF FIGHTING, IF RPT IF IT PERSISTS, LENDS 
INCREASED CREDIBILITY TO PRIMIN'S CONCILATION POLICY AS ALTERNATIVE 
WAY OUT OF IMPASSE. SUCCESS OF THIS APPROACH WOULD TAKE WIND 
OUT OF SAILS OF RIGHTIST CHRISTIANS WHO STILL SEEK ACTIVE 

ARMY INVOLVEMENT. ON OTHER HAND, FAILURE OF APPROACH WOULD 
BRING BACK THREAT OF CIVIL WAR THAT ARMY INTERVENTION IN BEIRUT 
IMPLICITLY CARRIES. MUCH THEREFORE HINGES ON THE FRAGILE AND 
STILL UNREALIZED CEASFIRE. 

3. VIOLENCE IS TAKING OBVIOUS ECONOMIC TOLL. FIGHTING HAS CLOSED 
PORT. FIRES HAVE DESTROYED CONSIDERABLE PORTIONS OF CLOTHING 
AND VEGETABLE SOUKS AND EXPLOSIONS HAVE DAMAGED BUILDINGS 
IN HAMRA AREA. HOTELS ARE NEARLY EMPTY. AIRPORT IS OPER- 
ATING AT ABOUT 3/4 NORMAL ACTIVITY (ALTHOUGH EFFECT OF UPCOMING 
CURFEW ON ROUTE TO AIRPORT AFTER 1800 HOURS IS UNCERTAIN). 

A FEW AMERICAN BUSINESS FAMILIES AS WELL AS OTHER EXPATRIATES 
ARE LEAVING FOR ATHENS AND ELSEWHERE. 

GODLEY 
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